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Amy Sebring: Welcome to the Virtual Forum Round Table!  Thanks to those who persevered.





For the benefit of our first-timers, when you see a blue web address, you can click on it and the referenced Web page should appear in a browser window.


After the first one, the browser window may not automatically come to the top, so you may need to bring it forward by clicking on a button at the status bar at the bottom of your screen.


We will start with a presentation, and then follow with a Q&A session for your questions and comments. Right before we begin the Q&A portion we will review the procedure.


Please do NOT send direct messages to the speaker or moderator as it makes it difficult for us to follow the discussion.





Today's Round Table is sponsored by the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) and is somewhat of an update to previous sessions we have had regarding their new international focus.





Today we are pleased to welcome Marg Verbeek, CEM from Ontario, Canada where she serves as Regional Emergency Planning Coordinator.  Marg is the International Regional President of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) the Ontario Regional Director for the Canadian Emergency Preparedness Association, and a member of the Board of Directors for the SafeGuard Program.  Welcome Marg.  Thank you for joining us today.





Marg Verbeek: We will be talking about current initiatives in Canada in the Emergency Management field. But first, we are going to share information about the IAEM delegation going to Italy and joining other countries from around the world.  The State for Civil Protection in Caserta (the Region incorporating Naples) and the government of Italy will host the World's Disaster Managers Seminar in Caserta and Rome from October 1-6, 1999.





The International Association of Emergency Managers was invited many months ago to organize a delegation of up to 50 disaster managers to share their experiences. The scope of the seminar is to put together first line planners and operators to compare each other know-how to become enrichment of each others knowledge.





The delegation will meet in Caserta on Oct 1-3 and be transported to Rome to meet on Oct 4-6. Field trips will be made to Vesuvio (volcano), Volturno (flood), Pazzuoli (seismic), Sarno (mud slide), Nocera Umbra (earthquake), as well as other significant risk areas for emergency scenery. 





Amy Sebring: Thank you very much, Marg. Here is the IAEM link for the Italy trip <http://www.iaem.com/international_lessons_learned.html>.





Marg Verbeek: With respect to current initiatives in Canada regarding Emergency Management, a new organization has been created as of 1998, called the Canadian Emergency Preparedness Association (CEPA).   CEPA is a national forum whose main purpose is to promote emergency preparedness across Canada and represent the interests, aims, and opinions of those who are involved in prevention, planning, response, recovery, and mitigation.





CEPA is composed of eight regional chapters and a national chapter. The national chapter includes organizations in scope such as major industry, government and non-governmental organizations.  Each chapter is governed by its own By-laws.  CEPA's principal areas of interest are: information exchange, training, standards, professional accreditation and accreditation by training institutions.





Marg Verbeek: Each chapter in Canada now is working on their own By-laws and membership drive. Any questions about CEPA?





Amy Sebring: Audience please enter a question mark (?) to indicate you wish to be recognized, go ahead and compose your comment or question, but wait for recognition before hitting the enter key or clicking on Send. We now invite your questions or comments for Marg, and perhaps your suggestions or opinions regarding international cooperation between local programs. Lastly, before we go the questions; one interesting point, there are 2 other Canadians going to Italy. 





Question:


Amy Sebring: Marg, do you have the web address for CEPA handy?  I would also like to know if among those with us today, are there any others going on the trip to Italy and if you will be speaking?





Avagene Moore: I am going.  Will have handouts for the EIIP and related info.





Question:


Mike Penner: Are the international trips going to become annual events?





Marg Verbeek: For the delegates going to Italy, we will have to host an Italian delegate. We would like to see this type of forum as an annual event.  I trust that we will discuss this at the upcoming conference in KY. 





Question:


Billy Zwerschke: How many are going to Italy?  I keep losing my net connection.  Sorry!





Marg Verbeek: There are 50 delegates, a few spouses.  





Question:


Libbi RuckerReed: What is the selection criteria for going? How do you apply to participate?  Participating in something like this would be an awesome learning experience!





Marg Verbeek: IAEM HQ through the International Committee developed criteria at the mid year meeting.  A note went out in the Bulletin, and interested folks were to fill in an application and send it into IAEM.





Question:


Avagene Moore: Marg, Beth Armstrong sent news for our newsletter that states IAEM is hopeful that we can make annual exchange programs a regular thing for the organization.  Also do some hosting for sure.  My question: Do you know if there will be some type of formal proceedings available through IAEM after the trip?





Marg Verbeek: For those folks would could not be supported by their communities to go to Italy, perhaps they can start thinking about IAEM conference in Canada in a few years.  I believe that we will do a presentation of some sort at the annual conference on the trip to Italy.  I am not sure about formal proceedings.





Comment:


Isabel McCurdy: Here is CEPA's web page. <http://www.cepa-acpc.ca/>.





Question:


Amy Sebring: Marg, what do you personally hope to get out of the trip? Professionally that is, besides a great trip!





Marg Verbeek: Well, I am looking forward to how they communicate with their community during a disaster!  I live in an Italian neighbourhood and I loved Italy the first time I was there.





Comment:


Mike Penner: I also think that international networking helps us to think outside our national box.





Marg Verbeek: It will be a great opportunity to talk with our colleagues from other countries.  We may even find another exchange for down the road.





Amy Sebring: Mike, I agree.  We sometimes think we have the only way of doing things.





Comment:


Avagene Moore: A comment: Going overseas and talking emergency management is very refreshing and make you realize we all face the same problems.  Not much difference other than languages.





Marg Verbeek: Absolutely!.





Question:


Amy Sebring: Do you know if you will be having an opportunity to meet with local counterparts in Italy?





Marg Verbeek: That is what we will discover. The whole trip is set up by our counterparts, whom we will be meeting with, one on one. There are going to be two translators available.





Question:


Avagene Moore: Marg, my question is about your role as the head of the international region of IAEM.  Do you correspond with these folks from all over the country? What exactly is your role with them?





Marg Verbeek: Yes.  My role is to communicate with other countries, and to encourage them to be in partnership or membership with IAEM.





Question:


Amy Sebring: When CEPA was established, my recollection was that you had a pretty good response, how is that effort progressing?





Marg Verbeek: We have several hundred members. Once Y2K is over, the organization will grow!





Question:


Amy Sebring: Did you have a conference this year?





Marg Verbeek: CCEP ran a conference in June, World Conference; best ever.  One whole segment was on Y2K.  It is going to be interesting to see how the Italians are prepared for Y2K.





Question:


Amy Sebring: Marg, are there any particular issues you think CEPA will be working on in future?





Marg Verbeek: Oh yes!  Mostly accreditation. There is no CEM in Canada!





Question:


Paul Bennett: Speaking of translators and communications. Is IAEM investigating how communication between international organizations operating at one disaster can be made better - let alone multi-agency responses within a town? 





Marg Verbeek: Communication is the biggest issue, or one of them, during disasters. 





Question:


Amy Sebring: Marg, is not the CEM accepted in Canada?  Will you be duplicating the program for a Canadian credential?





Marg Verbeek: CEM is getting some recognition.  We will look into developing a Canadian equivalent in the new year.





Final Question:


Amy Sebring: Are you looking at doing some kind of program accreditation?  Such as NEMA has been investigating in the U.S.?





Marg Verbeek: Yes.  The team to conduct this has not been established as yet . We have a bit of work to do with linking IAEM and CEPA, and trademarking CEM.





Amy Sebring: Thank you very much for being with us today Marg, we hoped you enjoyed it and we hope that you will have a very productive trip.  We would also very much like to know how it goes. Will watch the IAEM Website to see if there is any follow up report.





Marg Verbeek: Thanks for your assistance, Amy.  I will be happy to share the experiences of Italy with IAEM members. Thank you to all who were able to join us today.  Much appreciated.





Amy Sebring: Before we go to upcoming events, we would like to acknowledge some new pledges today, Chief Allen W. Baldwin of the Chambersburg Fire Department, Audrey Heffron, Florida State University, and Casey Marley, Clackamas County. <//bell/http://www.emforum.org/pledge.wav>. Thanks Chief Allen, Audrey and Casey.!





If you have not made a pledge to join us for at least one session per month, please consider doing so and see <http://www.emforum.org/eiip/pledge.htm> for further info.





Another announcement, the BBS is restored and there is now a link to the main board under Quick Picks on our homepage.  Fora have been set up in four thematic areas, community outreach, general issues, technology, and professional.  Maybe we can get something posted there under professional about the trip. Please take advantage of this facility to share information.  Also, we are still looking for papers or other types of files for our "User Docs" library.





Tomorrow, we are having a special session for a fifth Wednesday called, Back to School!  This will be an update on higher education efforts.  Even if you are not a student, you want to be aware of what is available, so that we can encourage the next generation!





We are in the process of lining up a partner for next Tuesday's Round Table.  Our Events Page, <http://www.emforum.org/events.htm> will be updated by Friday with the October schedule, so check that out for further info.





Next Wednesday we will have a session in the Forum room looking at the impact of disasters on the African-American community which should give us some new perspectives.





Thanks again, Marg and thank you, audience.  We will adjourn the session for now, but you are invited to remain for open discussion.


